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New moonday (Amabasya) in the month
of Pausa is termed as Bakula-Amabasya.
Celebrations are compatible with seasons in
our nature oriented Sanatan (flowing from
time immemorial) cultural heritage. Appear-
ance of baula (buds) in mango-trees in a
cold-winter signifies the advent of spring

which brings sweet sensation in us. It also

creates an environment conducive to spiri-
tual & religious celebrations.

This game-plan of nature also drives the
odias to Gods & Goddesses. Accordingly
Bakula Amabasya is observed in a traditional
way in every odia family. Spirituality is the
sinequanon of our culture. Amba-baulas are
collected & offered to Gods. Special cakes
mixed with baulas are offered as well. The
cakes are offered to the gods to goddesses
in the family at the North-East corner of
the house too. Not only Gods but ancestors
are also offered with baula-khiri (pudding).
This practice is supported by the lines in a
religious treatise namely the 'Dhabalasangraha’

THE BAKULA AMABASYA IN SHREE MANDIRA

'Do offer bakula-payasa to ancestors for
blessings.'

Cakes & baulas etc. are shared among
relatives, neighbours thus strengthining so-
cial bonds and love. Bakula Amabasya is ob-
served in the Temple also in a traditional

manner. During besha one Tulasimala
(Agnyamala) is offered to Shree Jagannatha

Mahaprabhu At the time of Sakala Dhupa
one 'Baula-Gaintha Tata' from Rosa Ghar is
brought to the place in front of the Deities.
Mudirasta and Pujapanda perform their re-
spective rituals. On completion of Sakala-
Dhupa Shree Narayan from Dakshinighar
is brought to the Sanctum-Sanctorum by
Mahajan Sebakas. Pujapanda handovers the
Tulasi Agnyamala to Shree Narayan for
Sagar Bije. Then Shree Narayan is seated in
a palanquin near Muktimandap. After nec-
essary rituals Shree Narayan rushes to the
beach near Swargadwar for Sagarbije Niti on
the shoulders of Bimanbadu Sebakas. ¢
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ADYA DEBA DEEPABALI :

On Dt. 11.12.23 (Monday), the Margashir
Krushna Chaturdashi after Sandhya Dhupa Suddha
Suar cleansed the spot in front of the

] Ratnasinghasan.
Bhandar Mekap de-
| signed a tree in rice
(chaula) & Palia Mekap
| placed batis (Ghee-
Candles) on it. Three
' Suna Alatis were also at-
| tached to it. Pujapanda
| Sanctified it and then
| bandapana (worship-
" ping) was made by
L] =@ Pujapanda, Pati
Mahapatra & Mudltasta Mahadeepa alati was
made by three Pujapandas. Then Mahadeepa was
handed over by Pujapandas to Palia Chunra Sebak
who in turn lit the Dipas on three temples & lifted
Chandraudia and also prayed for Gajapati.

Shraddhabesha was performed to the Jews and
Mahaprabhu made 'Pinda-dana' to his ancestors.
MADHYA DEEPABALI :

On Dt. 12.12.2023 (Tuesday) the day of
Margashira Amabasya after Sakala Dhupa
Amabasya Narayan from Dakshinighar appeared
at the Ratnasinghasan. On receiving Agnyamala
was seated on the palanquin. Across the Lions' Gate
hurried up to the beach at Swargadwar and returned
to the temple via Gaudabad Sahi & Harachandi
Sahi. Suddhasuar had cleansed the spot &
Bhandarmekap designed a tree with rice (Chaula).

Paliamekap lift the batis on it. Three numbers of |

golden alati were also attached. Pujapanda, Pati
Mahapatrra & Mudirasta, then, worshipped at the
Ratnasinghasan. The Pujapandas arrived with the
Mahadeepa at Jaya-Bijaya dwar and performed
sanskar nitis to the designed rice-tree made by
Padhiari Sebak there and then aiming the
Mahadeepa at the Nilachakra passed it to Palia
Chunra Sebakas. They lifted to the temples and lit
deepas & Chandrauia with Ghee & Oil. Also prayed
for the well being of Gajapati and humanity as well.

DEEPABALI ENDING:

On Dt. 13.12.23 (Wednesday), as performed in
the previous day, the servitors carried out their re-
spective rituals. Mahajan Sebakas brought
Shreedebi & Bhudebi to the designed rice-tree at
Jayabijayadwar which was sanctified by Pujapanda.
The deities were seated on the palanquin at
Jhulanmandap and carried to Jagannath Ballab
Math. They were seated on a Katha Bhadrasan
(Wooden tool) with designed rice-tree being lit on.
Mudirasta made prasadlagi & Pujapanda sancti-
fied the designed rice-tree. Mudirasta worshipped
the deities & return joyrney took place.

PRABARANA / ODHAN SASTHI :

On Dt. 18.12.23 (Monday), the day of Margashir
Shukla Sasthi, regular rituals were performed by
respective sebakas. Then the team comprising three
palia Puspalakas, Pujapanda, Patimahapatra &
Mudirasta, with the 'Ghoda-Changudi' (Basket
filled with winter attires) in their hands, moved
thrice around the temple in a procession of Ghanta,
Chhata & Kahali and later put it on the
Ratnasinghasan. The deities were adorned with
their winter-attires and caps alongwith six sets of
ornaments. Mudirsta offered Prasad & Pujapanda,
Patimahapatra & Mudirasta worshipped. Then
Madhyan Dhupa was offered.

PANDU NRUSINGHA BIJE NITI :

On Dt. 25.12.23 (Monday), the day of Margashir
Purnima, after Madhya Dhupa Pandu Nrusingha
Thakur from Dakshinighar was brought to the

Ratnasmghasa by Maha] an Sebakas _On receiv-
ing Agyanmala Pandu Nrusingha in a Biman (Dola)
made visits to four Ashramas (Hermitages) & re-
turned to the temple. ®
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On Dt. 1.12.2023 Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das,
Chief Administrator, SJTA, & top officials at the 5"
Odisha State Book Fair at the Exhibition Ground,
BBSR

VISITS OF DIGNITARIES & OHTER ACTIVITIES

On Dt. 3.12.2023 Sé. Ranjan Kumar Das,
Chief Administrator, SJTA & Sj. N. Kalaiselvi,
D.G.C.S.I.R with others at the Harishankar Temple
campus near Shree Gundicha Bhakta Niwas on the

occasion of a dedicated floral Garden.

On Dt. 3.12.2023 §j. Jitendra Kumar Sahoo,
Administrator (Niti) felicitating the PIN.B. Officials
for their donation of a Battery-Auto to the SJTA.

On Dt. 4.12.2023 Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief
Administrator & Sj. Samarth Verma, Collector-cum-
Dy. Administrator, SJTA, inspecting preparations for

inauguration of Shree Mandira Parikrama Project.

On Dt. 11.12.2023 the meeting of Chhatisa Nijoga
being chaired by §j. Ranjan Kumar Das,

Chief Administrator of SJTA at the Office
Headquarters

On Dr. 12.12.2023 the meeting 'Swadhyaya Prakalpa
Mandali' under Shree Jagannatha Tattwa, Gabesana,
Prakashan & Prasar Upasamiti' being chaired by
Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief Administrator of SJTA

at the Office Headquarters




VISITS OF DIGNITARIES & OHTER ACTIVITIES

On Dt. 19.12.2023 the eetmg of 'Digitall Electronics
Mandali' under Shree Jagannatha Tattwa, Gabesana'

On Dt. 19.12.2023 §j. Chirag Chinubhai Patel from
Gujarat donating 'two pieces of Subarna-Tilak' for

Prakashan & Prasar Upasamiti' being chaired by Mahaprabhu to Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das
Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief Administrator of SJTA Chief Administrator of SJTA in presence of
at the Office Headquarters. Pattajoshi Mahapatra.
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On Dt. 21.12.2023 Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief
Administrator of SJTA & Members of the SJTMC &
Sebakas on the occasion of inviting Mahaprabhu for
celebration of Shree Mandira Parikrama Marg
Lokarpana

On Dt. 21.12.2023, the meeting of 'Ayitihya Sthapan
Sanjoyana Mandali' under Shree Jagannatha Tattwa
Gabesana Prakashan & Prasar Upasamiti under the
Chairmanship of Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief Ad-

ministrator of SJTA at the Office Headquarters

On Dt. 23.12.2023 the Sj. Ranjan Kumar Das, Chief Administrator of SJTA & members of the SJTMC holding
a courtesy meeting at Ujjayini (M.P) with Hon'ble Gobarddhan Pithadhisha Jagadguru Shankaracharya Swami
Nischalananda Saraswati on the context of Puja and Lokarpana of Shree Mandira Parikrama Project.




NEWS AT A GLANCE

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Puri

THE Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) on
Wednesday initiated work to in-
stall air-conditioned (AC) sheds
for devotees waiting in queues
within the barricades to enter
Srimandir.

Puri sub-collector Bhaba-
taran Sahu said sun sheds hav-
ing 84 metre length and 12 me-
tre wide will be installed over
thebarricades from Marichikot
square to provide relief to dev-
otees from the harsh weather.
The AC sheds will not touch
the Simhadwar but reach up to
the Srimandir administrative
office. Ground survey of the
stretch from Marichikot to
temple office site has been
conducted and marked by the
personnel of technical team.
The sheds will be completed
before December 25 and
made operational from
January 1.

Last week, chief
administrator of
SJTA Ranjan
Kumar Das
had in-

work to install AC sheds
for devotees commences

A these schools. The Jaga

The New Indian Express- Dt. 7.12.23

formed that sun sheds will bej
erected over the barricades to
protect devotees from the
scorching heat. A number of
standing ACs will be installed
on both sides of the
barricades.
On the day, the distriet ad-
ministration performed Bhu-
mi Puja in a dozen of Jaga
Gharas (traditional schools of
martial arts) in Puri town.
All 35 Jaga Gharas are being
developed by the Sports de-
partment. Under the project,
necessary infrastructure in-
cluding multipurpose gyms
will be set up in most of

gharas are an integral
part of the temple cul-

ture. These schools
were established
around Srimandir to
provide training to
youths, particularly
from the servitor
community. Wres-
tling, body build-
ing, sword fighting
and other martial
arts are taught in
these schools.

Mahaprasad sale
in Srimandir to
e streamlmed

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE I

@ Bhubaneswar
From today, servitors selling
Mahaprasad at Koili
Baikuntha and other Bedhas
are being prohibited in doing
s0. No one will be allowed to
sell Mahaprasad anyvwhere
else on the temple premises
other than the Ananda
Bazaar

Ranjan Das, SITA chief administrator

AHEAD of the New Year, Anan-
da Bazaar in Srimandir will be
beautified and sale of Mah-
aprasad streamlined. Only au-
thorised servitors of the Shree
Jagannath temple will be al
lowed to sell Mahaprasad at the
Ananda Bazaar and rate of the
food items would be finalised
20011,

This was informed by head of
the Shree Jagannath Temple
Administration (SJTA) Ranjan
Das following the Chhatisha INi-
jog meeting at Puri on Monday.

He sald to begin with, the pol-
vthene shades being used in
Ananda Bazaar will be removed
and replaced with tensile fabric
structure. This is a part of the
temple beautification project
ahead of the inaunguration of
Srimandir Heritage Corridor
project. Use of polythene in the
temple has been banned.

Only Supakars (which in-
cludes Panda, Khuntia, Suara
Mahasuara, Mahapatra and
other servitor clans) who have
been provided land in the
Ananda Bazaar will be al-
}uwed to sell Mahaprasad in

t.

“Besides, from today, ser-
vitors selling Mahaprasad
at Koili Baikuntha and
other Bedhas are being
prohibited in doing so.
No one will be allowed
to sell Mahaprasad
anywhere else on
the temple

Premises oth-
er than the
Ananda Ba-

zaarn,'" Das said. This apart, it
was decided that a place will be
designated in the Ananda Ba-
zaar where people can sit down
and eat Mahaprasad.

Another spot will be ear-
marked where Palia sevayats
can sell ‘bhoga’ for a few hours
after the Sakala Dhupa and oth-
er morning rituals of the Trin-
ity On Tuesday, a teamn of SJTA
officials along with Suara Ma-
hasuara Nijog members will

select the spots where Palia
seveyats can sell the ‘prasad’
in the morning. A similar

arrangement will be made
for servitors who are sell-
ing ‘Khaja’ in the Ananda
Bazaan
Currently, Ananda

Bazaar has close to
120 shops - 70 shops
sclling Mahaprasacd

and nearly 50 out-
lets selling ‘Khaja’.
During off-season,
the number of
these shops comes
down between 50
and 30.
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EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Purl

AHEAD of inauguration of the
Srimandir Parikrama corridor
on.January 17, 2024, preliminary
work commenced on Thursday

In a ceremonial procession,
temple chief administrator Ran-
jan Kumar Das, accompanied by
members of the Temple Manag-
ing Committee, district collector
Samarth Verma and servitors,
went to Srimandir to invite Lord
Jagannath and his siblings for
the momentous occasion.

After inviting the Trinity, the
team also solicited presence of
other deities established in
small temples inside the Sri-

premise. A team would
also go to Ujjain (MP) on Friday
to invite Swami Neeschalanan-
da Saraswati, the Sankarachar-
va of Puri Gobardhan Peeth
who has been camping there.

On the day, Verma in a meet-
ing of all concerned and mem-
bers of servitor body approved
the list of invitees for the cer-
emony. The meeting consti-
tuted 31 teams who will meet
the VIPs and invite them
for the inauguration.
While 14 teams will dis-
tribute invitation
cards within the
state, 17 will go to =

COUNTDOWNBESINGS
Invites sent out for Srimandir
heritage corridor inauguration

—The New Indian Exprees- Dt. 22.12.23

different parts of the country to
invite the dignitaries, religious
heads of various temples and
shrines, mutts and important
religious institutions.
A special teamn will visit Nepal
to invite the King who is ceremo-
nially connected with Sri Jagan-
nath temple. On December 26, a
team of priests will go to Bhu-
baneswar and invite Lord Lin-
garaj for the occasion. Scon a
team will ceremonially invite
the king Gajapati Dibyasingha
Deb.

The MC members, Chhatisha
Nijog members, senior servi-
tors besides ternple officials par-
ticipated in the meeting.

The process for inauguration
will begin from January 12 with
inifiation of primary work for
the three-day yajna which will
begin from January 15 and con-
clude with offering of ‘Pur-
na Ahuti’” by the Gajapati

Dibyasingha Deb on Janu-
ary 17. Thereafter, the
chief minister will dedi-
cate the Parikrama
corridor to devotees.

On the day, Gajapati
held a meeting of
Sortiva Brahmins to
finalise the process
and t:}_‘rnings of the

Teams out with invites to Puri
heritage corridor opening

Bhubaneswar: Amid the

ia of Jai h
chants and traditional mu-
sic, 30 teams of servitors and
functionaries of Shree Ja-
gannath Temple Admini-
stration (5JTA) on Tusaday
left Puri with invitations to
major temples in the state
and outside for the inansura-
tion of the ambitious Jagan-
nath Par l.klanla project on

January 17
SITA plans to invi-
least

While
te committees of at
1,000 shrines in the country,
the delegations would physi-
cally visit about 260 temples
and hand over the invitation

h g | P g \ A Sl - ad
A delegation presents the invile Lo chief minister Naveen Patnai
hisr In on

cards to the heads of the
temple committess and trust
boards

While 18 teams will move
in the state’s 20 districts, 17
teama have started their jo-

of the inauguration, a betsl,
handful of rice grains and a
piece of the holy flag of the
taam

ple.
“The Parikrama pro-

wrney via flights t ata-
tes.

According to SFTA's chi-
el administrator Ranjan
Das, the delegations who ha-
vebee‘nhs]r:':_ln outside the state

N’aa:lk Ahred-
abard, Madural, Visakhapat-
nam, Vijaya a, Trivand-
rum, Indore, Varanasi, Deh-
radun, Ranchi and Kath-
mandu (Nepal).

A team visited Lingaraj
Temple here and Invited the
deity The delegation was gi-
wen a red carpet welcome by
priesta at Lingara) temple.
Tater, the delegation metchi-
ef minister Naveen Patnaik
at his residence and handed
over the Invitatlon. The lnvi-
tation kil carried a schedule

Ject’s goes tothe ser-
vitors and residents of Purl
It is your project. The go-

nister's office said.
Buresaucrat-tur ned-B.JD
leader VH Pandian, who has
been mmoanitoring the prn-
gressof Naveen sdream pro-
transfor:

Tamnple could lake place due

to the sacrifices of servitors
and locals of Purl.

TheParikrama projectis

ncl

votess to have a visual eon-
nect with the temple. Terra-
cad landscapes, Parikrama
pathway, gardens with locnl
varieties o trees  and
shrubs used in Jagannath
culture, groenery on both si-
des of pathway, cloakrooms
drinking water fountains,
toflets and information-
cum-donation kiosks have
been set up in the 75-meire
zome.

Bources said in the se-
cond phase, a grand recep-
tion centre with a quene ma-
nagement facility with capa-
city of 6,000 persons, along
with securily checking (bag-
gage scroening) facuiw will
be bullt at least 100 metres
fromthateunple

a 75-meire corridor
the 12th century shrins, pro-
viding expansive, 1mnaoh.
structed corridors around
the Meghanada Pacherl (bo-
undary wall of the temple)

to give an opporiunily to de-

The Time's of India- Dt. 27.12.23

and Amhaeolomca] Sitea
and Remains (Amendment
and WValidation) Act, 2010,
prohibits any kind of new
canstructlon with}.n]m met-
resof a tem
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YOU MAY STAY AT THE FOLLOWING BHAKTA NIWAS OF S.J.T.A.

NILACIIAL BITAKTA & YATRI NIWAS

NILACHAL BHAKTA & YATRI NIWAS it siuniuchathauniwis@ansieon

GSTIN-21AALEAS1136J124U

NEELADRI BHAKTA NIWAS

Near Town Police Station, Grand Road, Puri
E-mail: sjta.neeladribhaktaniwas@gmail.com
GSTIN-21AAEAS1136]11Z2U

SHREE PURUSHOTTAM BHAKTA NIWAS
Old Jail Road, Near Hospital Square, Puri.
Email- sjta.purushottambhaktaniwas(@gmail.com
GSTIN-21AAEAS1136J1ZU

SHREE GUNDICHA BHAKTA NIWAS

Near Shree Gundicha Temple, Grand Road, Puri
E-mail: sjta.shreegundichabhaktaniwas@gmail.com
GSTIN-21AAEASI1136J1ZU

Online Booking : http://stayatpurijagannatha.in / Website : www.shreejagannatha.in
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DONATION

One respected Donor can donate to the Temple through following schemes :
1. GENERAL DONATION :

A respected Donor can donate any amount in this scheme.

2. CORPUS FUND DONATION SCHEME :

In this scheme a Donor has to donate minimum 1 Lakh rupees and for patron Donor
Rs. 10 lakh rupees. The Corpus
Fund Donors entitled for Dipa (lamp) and Dhwaja (Flag) offerings and certain other
privileges in the Temple.
3. REPAIR OR RENOVATION OF THE TEMPLE
An amount of Rs. 500/- and above can be donated in this scheme.
(Donation for Renovation or Repair of Shree Jagannatha Temple is exempted u/s 80 G.
of the Income Tax Act 1961).
WAYS TO MAKE A DONATION :
A. ONLINE DONATION :
You can donate online through Shree Jagannatha Temple Official website:- (https//
www.shreejagannatha.in/donation/)
B. OTHER MODES OF DONATION :

Donation can be made physically at the Donation cell at Head office of SJTA on
Grand Road, Puri, Branch Office within Temple premises at Puri and 4 numbers of
Information centers mentioned below.

Donor can send the amount through DD/Cheque/M.O. in favour of- Administra-
tor, Shree Jagannatha Temple, Puri. The same may be sent to :-

Shree Jagannatha Temple Office, Puri
Grand Road, Puri- Pin- 752001
Phone : +91-6752-222002,

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT DONATIONS PLEASE CONTACT
= Donation Cell at Head Office on the B
= Grand Road, Puri, Ph (06752) 252601|| | &SI AGUNATH TEMPLE PURI

Branch Office : '

Inside the Shree Jagannatha Temple,[| | Sca & Pay with Cards & iz
Puri. '

Information Centers of Shree

Jagannatha Temple at-
= (a) Lions Gate, Puri.
E(b) Gundicha Temple Puri.

Donate digitally

Only using Paytm

_l.?,
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=
=
)
=
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=
=
Scan QR in Paytm App g
]

Bl & (d) Jaydev Bhawan, Sach.walaya Marg,
BBSR. & on
e-mail- (jagannath.or@nic.in)

& Jai Jagannatha &

T ATAY AT AT ATATAT AT AT AT ATATATATAYL'
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